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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 PANAMA 01413 021709Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SAB-02 CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 PA-02 
USIA-15 PM-05 SS-15 NSC-05 /069 W 

090220 030320Z/14 

R 021636Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY PANAMA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5920 

UNCLAS PANAMA 1413 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, SOPN. PQ 

SUBJECT: STUDENT DEMONSTRATION IN CANAL ZONE 

1 . THERE WAS A SMALL STUDENT DEMONSTRATION WEDNESDAY 
MORNING, MARCH 1 AT GATUN LOCKS. PANCANAL ESTIMATES THAT 
SOME 45 STUDENTS FROM PACIFIC SIDE CROSSED ISTHMUS TO 
JOIN CROWD ESTIMATED AT 150-200, LARGELY SECONDARY 
STUDENTS WITH A SCATTERING OF ADULTS. 

2. DEMONSTRATORS, WHO HAD USUAL "SAVE OUR CANAL" SIGNS, 

MADE SPEECHES AND DISPERSED PEACEFULLY AROUND 1300. 

THERE WERE NO INCIDENTS. PANCANAL CONTINUES TO REPORT 
NO PATTERN OF WORKER ABSENTEEISM. 

3. STORY WAS CARRIED IN A BRIEF AND FACTUAL BOX IN 

"STAR AND HERALD" FOR THURSDAY, MARCH 2. SPANISH-LANGUAGE 
PAPERS FAIL TO MENTION IT. 

GONZALEZ 
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